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3 _ THE 

DEDICATION 
10 

Mrs. Anna Maria Kelley. 


M a Da mM, 


x [S im compliance with your 
Deſire, that the followimg Ser- 
mon on the Occaſion of the Death o 
your late excellent Mother, is thus made 
publick. When ] had conſented that it 
Should be at your Diſpoſal, I could not 
be at a loſs to whom to inſcribe it. 


The Things treated of here, are not 
the Noſtrums of any particular Party. 
They cannot be reckon'd in the Number 
F indifferent Things. Since it is ap- 
pointed unto all Men once to Die, 17 
= A 3 muſs 


iv Dedication. 
muſt be the Duty and Intereſt of all to 


get ready for this great Change. Tis 


with a View to this, that we have a 
written Goſpel, a ſtanding Miniſtry. 
Ordinances and Providences are de- 
 fear'd to inſtruct us in this grand Point; 


and influence to a correſpondent Pra- 


ice. Such only anſwer the End of 


Being, and are qualified for a true 


Enjoyment of Life; who are fit to Die. 


Me are apt to think, that Intimacy 
with the Grave does only become the 
hoary Head: That ſuch may be excusd 
from providing to leave it, who are but 
lately come into the World, The _ 
tation works more ſtrongly when all is 
eaſy and agreeable in our outward 


Circumſtances. A flowing Eſtate, that 


D 


puts it in our Power to gratify every 
Appeine, often betrays us into too bio- 
lent a liking of what is ſeen, and tem- 
poral: And the more Charms we be- 
hold in our preſent Situation, the leſs 
ſhall zwe love to think of changing it. 


Neuher Youth nor Wealth can protect 


1 as 


* 


Sn i. | ky a SG = addy LEY 


us againſt the Arreſt of Death, howe- 
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Dedication. - V 


ver we may be deceiw d by theſe i nto a 
Forgetfulneſs of it. As the Rich and 
Poor, ſo Old Men and Children mingle 
Duſt in the Grave, the Houſe appointed 
for all the Living. 


You need much Grace to reſiſt and 
overcome the Temptations which our 
Age and plentiful Circumſtances expoſe 
you to. It is not a ſmall FIT, 1-4 
that in ſeeking to God for it, you can 
addreſs him as the God of your Fa- 
thers. This will help to a Filial Boldneſs 
in hour Supplications: And as the Throne 
of Grace becomes the Place of your 
Delights, your Soul will proſper. This 
; way t9 enjoy your preſent Au- 
with the Drome Bleſſing ; to be 
prepar'd to leave this World at God's 
Call; and take Poſſeſſion of the durable 
Riches and Righteouſneſs, which he has 
provided for them that love him. 


That God would ſunctiſy the late au- 
ful Stroke, to the making you a ſucceſ- 
ful 


vi Dedication, 

ful Follower of your pious Relatives, that 
are gone before tyou, that you may with 
them, after a Life of holy Obedience 

on Earth, fully inherit the Promiſes, 

ſhall be the fervent 246 a0 of, 


eng, 
'- ® VP 
MADAM, ©,” 


oY 
N 


- Your moſt Faithful, 


Obliged, Humble Server, 


nm Janes Wo. 
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MATT. xxiv. 44. 


Therefore be ye alſo Ready: For in 
fuch an Hour as ye think not, the 
Son of Man cometh. J 


HE Words I have read were pronoun- 

ced by the Head of the Church, be 
great God, our Saviour. He ſpoke them 
to his Diſciples z and the Occaſion 
was this. 

Our Lord having taken his final Farewel of the 
Temple, there follows immediately a Prediction 
of its Ruin. Tho' this Prophecy did primarily 
reſpe& the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, the Period 
of the Jewiſh Stare, the Calling of the Gentiles, 
and the ſetting up Chriſt's Spiritual Kingdom a- 
mong Men, yet as the Old Teſtament Predictions, 
which referr'd to the Affairs of the Jews, look'd 
farther, even to the Goſpel-Church, the King- 
dom of the Meſſiah, and are thus expounded un- 
der the New Teſtament; ſo this Prophecy, un- 
der the Type of the Deſtruction of Feru/alem, 
carries our Views as far forward as to the General 
Judgment. | 


I be Diſciples had ask'd concerning the Times 


hen theſe Things ſhould be + our Lord checks 
their Curioſity in this Particular; for it is not for 
us to know the Times and Seaſons, which the Father 


a—— — — — 
Acts i. 7. 
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C83 
bath put in his own Power. They had enquir'd 


. 


mem ; how they 
Queſtion he anſwers fully, yet in a way that 
tended more to engage their Caution, than in- 
dulge a r more to 
prepare them for the important Iſſues he had 


Toes themſelves. vob a 
You have the practical Application of the Pro- 
phecy from the thirty ſecond Verſe of this Chapter. 
When God warn'd a thoughtleſs World of ap- 
proaching Ruin by Noah, that Preacher of Rightes, 
ouſueſs, the flighted the Notice given them 
perſiſted in fleſhly Pleaſures and worldly Buſineſs, 
"till Wrath came upon them to the uttermoſt :-thus 
will it be (ſays our Lord) with Multitudes at my 


Coming, both at the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 


and in the Day of Judgment. A continual Rea - 
dine/s muſt be your Safety. If you would not be 
ſurpriſed, terrified, hurt, when I ſhall call you by 
Death to your particular Judgment, live in the 
daily Expectation of this Event; make anſwer- 
able Proviſion for it: Bleſſed is the Servant, ubom 
bis Lord when be cometh ſhall find ſo doing. 

f the good Man of the Houſe had known in what 
Watch the Thief would have come, he would have 
patched, and would not have ſuffer'd his Houſe to 
be broken up : therefore be ye alſo ready; for in ſuch 
an Hour as ye think not, the Son of Man cometh. 
We wake in vain, if we do not get ready. 
"Tis not enough 70 look for theſe Things, but we 
muſt be diligent, that we may be found of him in 
Peace, without Spot, and blameleſs >. 


* 
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d 2 Pet, iii. 14. 


5 eee the Sign of theſe ſurpri- 
ng Revolutions; What ſhould be the Prelude to 


redicted, than to give them diſtinct Ideas of the 
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We haye our Lord to attend upon, muſt there - 
fore haye our Lain, girt, and our Lamps trimmed : 
A Caufe to be tried, and myſt have our Plea rea- 
dy : A Reckoning to ſettle, and muſt have our 
Accounts clear: An Inberitance to enter upon, 
and muſt be made meet to partate of it. 
la the Text you may obſerve, 


I. A Duty exhorted to. Tis a very compre- 
henſive one indeed, one that is of common 
Concern, and equally obliges all. Tis this, a 
getting ourſelves ready for our Lord's Come 
ng. 

II. Here are Reaſons ſuggeſted, in the way 

of Argument, or Motive, the better to influ» 
ence our Compliance. F. 


The Son of Man cometh ; and he will come in 


ſuch an Hour as ye think not. You ſee that the 


Duty is urg'd from the Conſideration of the Ger- 
tainty of Chriſt's Coming to every Man at Death: 
and our being Strangers to the particular Time of 
his thus Coming. 73} 21 
When I have ſpoken to theſe Heads in a doctri- 
#al way, I ſhall endeavour to aſſiſt you in making 
a ſuitable, profitable Application, and Improve» 
ment of this Subject. * Jy! 
„„ ar * 
I. With opening what our Lord recommend 
here, as 4 Duty of common Concern, our get- 


ting us ready for his Coming. 


This Duty may be illuſtrated by its Oppoſite. 
What makes us unready for Death? Why, being 
in a natural State, under the Guilt of Sin, and 
Wrath of God; tho' intimate with this World, 
yet unacquainted with a better; unpractis'd-in the 
Life of the Righteous. ; unfurniſh'd as to the Gra- 
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ees of the Spirit; Strangers to the Covenants of 
Promiſe, without God, or any Foundation for a 
warrantable Hope. Thoſe whom Chriſt finds at 
Death in ſuch Circumſtances, muſt die in their 
Sins; therefore die everlaſtingly. | | 

There may be an Habitual, where there is not 
an Actual Readineſs for Death. This is the Caſe, 
when tho' Partakers of a divine Nature our Af- 
fectiohs are entangled with the World, and the 
Things of it; our Conſciences under a lively and 
diſtreſſing Senſe of Guilt z when our Graces are 
weak ; our Evidences obſcure ; and we go doubt- 
ing and fearing into the Grave. Many go off this 


Stage chearfully, into Blactneſt of Darkneſs for 


ver; While others, who breath out their Spirits 
into the Redeemer's Hands, may have little, or 
no lively Hope in their Death. 
The Reverſe to theſe muſt conſtitute habitual 
and actual Preparedneſs to die; it muſt take into 
it a right Anowledge of God; a true Faith in him; 
an unfeigned Love to him; a deliberate Choice of 
him; a ſerious and unreſerved Surrender of our 
whole ſelves to his Service; a practical Endeavour 
after Conformity both to his Nature and Will; 
his preceptive, and his providential Will, and Per- 
ſeverance in thus well- doing. 

He who walks in all the Ordinances and Com- 
mandments of the Lord, in a Goſpel-Senſe, blame- 
deſs ; acts in Life daily, as he would be found do- 
ing when Death comes; this Perſon is ready, and 
may look for an Entrance's being miniſter'd unto 
bim abundantly, into the everlaſting Kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ©. 

I ſhall ix my Thoughts upon the following 
Particulars, which may let you farther into the 
Nature of this Duty. 


* 


Readineſs 


© 2 Pet, i. 11. 
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Readineſs for Death ſup 242388 
1. That a Chriſtian keeps a watchful Eye over 
his own Hearr. 54 *\ 
I take it for a Principle, that until we are tran/- 
lated into the Kingdom of God's dear Son, by his 
—— Grace, we are utterly unprovided for 
our Lord's Coming. We are not Subjects capa- 


ble of the heavenly Glory; but really Veſſels of 


Wrath, fitted for Deſtruction, of which we ſhall 
be ſwallowed up at Death. But imparted Grace 
muſt ſnew its growing, transforming Influence 
upon Heart and Life, if we would joyfully ac- 
count for this Talent. 10 
Sins of Ignorance and Inſirmity, when guarded 
againſt, and mourn'd over, are conſiſtent with a 
regular Peace of Conſcience, with the Favour 
and Friendſhip. of God ; but preſumptuous Sins 
wound us deeply; they preſent God to the awa- 
ken'd Mind as an Avenger, and crowd with ten 
thouſand Terrors the very Thought of Dying 3 
and if a real Chriſtian were not liable to run into 
theſe great Tranſpreſſions, David (the Man after 
God's own Heart) had not pray'd ſo earneſtly to 
be preſerv'd from them d. | 
The Heart is the Source and Spring of moral 
Good and Evil; 'tis from this abundant Treaſure 
are brought forth Evil Thoughts, Murders, Adul- 
teries, Fornications, Thefts, Falſe-Witneſſes, Blaſ- 
pbemies, and all the Things which defile a Man. 
The many Inconſiſtencies in the Chriſtian Life, by 
which his Peace is diſturb'd, and the Profeſſion 
he makes too often reproach'd, ariſe chiefly from 
this Heart's uot being kept with greater Diligence. 
How large their Number, who are above re- 
garding even Decency in Life? who are open Ene- 


— 
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mies to Heaven? and a Diſhonour to the rational 


human Nature ? there are many, who, like the 
Phariſees, keep only the Outſide of the Diſb and 
Platter clean, while 'tis full of abominable Filthi- 
neſs within. It is the Grace of God, this alone, 
which will make us as careful about what he only 


| ſees, who knows all things, as what is done upon 


the Houſe-top, and in the Face of the Sun; as 
conſcientious in watching againſt the firſt Motions 
of Sin within us, as fincere in our Repetitance 
for Heart-Wickedneſs, as if the inmoſt Receſſes 
of the Soul were as much under the Obſervation 
of the whole World, as the formal and finiſhed 
Actions of Life. | 
As this Warchfulneſs over our Hearts is a Pre- 
ſervative againſt Sin, and the Means of a more 
cloſe and circumſpect Walking with God, it muſt 
contribute more than a little to our Readineſs fot 
meeting Chriſt at Death. | 

2. A Chriſtian's Readineſs for Death depends 
much upon his Caution in converſing with this 
World. Things preſent and ſenſible have too 
great a Power over Spirits in Fleſh, We are apt 
to be {truck and impreſs'd by theſe Things; the 
more extravagantly we value them, the more in- 
tenſely in Proportion ſhall we pur/ae them; the 
more ſhall we riot upon the Zxjoyment of them 


and we ſhall think of leaving them with anſwera- 


ble Pain and Diſtreſs of Mind, = 
"Beſides, | 

A better World isdiſcharg'd from our Thoughts, 
as this World and its Concerns do make a Pro- 
perty of them. We under- value Heaven by over- 
rating Earth; and are caught in an ill Poſture, 
when Death ſurprizes us, mindleſs of chat orber 
better heavenly Country, and building for ourſelves 
Tabernacles here. 5 2 2 


David, 
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g David, in the quiet Poſſeſſion of the Throne 


of Jadab, writes himſelf a Stranger and Sojourner 
as all his Fathers were. He expreſſes in thoſe 
Words the Temper of Mind with which he was 
affected to all ſublunary Good: otherwile there 
would have been nothing remarkable and diſcri- 
minating in the Speech; for every Man, even in 
his beft Eftatt, is altogether Vanity: But this is ful- 
ly clear'd up in another Paſſage of the ſame Au- 
thor's 3 he appeals ro God that he was a weaned 


Childf. 


Moderation in our Temper, and Conduct to- 


wards theſe Things, will follow upon a full Per- 


ſuaſion of their Mranneſi, their unſatisfying and 
eriſhing Nature. The Apoltle Paul ſets the Caſe 
n this Light, when he ſays, the Faſbion of this 
World paſſing away, we ſhould rejoice here, as the 
204 rejoiced not; weep, as the” we wept not; buy, as 
tho. wwe poſeſs's not; and uſe the World without 
abuſing i t. (4 
When our Affections are diſengag'd, and looſe 
from this World, and /e #pvx a more noble 
enduring Subſtance, there will be little more of 
Difficulty or Pain in laying aſide theſe Bodies, than 
in ſhifting our Dreſs. What we never loy'd to 
Exceſs, we can give up without Regret; and 
pleaſurably launch, tho' into a rough Sea, hen it 
— us to thePlace where we have long lodg'd 
our Hearts and Treafure. © ; 


3. There is ſuppos'd in this Readineſs to meet 
with Chriſt a laying ourſelves out, that we may 
ſerve our Generations according to the Will of God. 
A careful Imitation of bis Example, whoſe Life 
was one continued Scene of Service; who went 


* Plal, mr. 12. 7 Plal, xi. 2. 
1 Cor, vii. 30, 31. 5 * 0 


about 
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E 141 | 
about doing good h; an improving every Talent, as 
knowing it to be a Truft ; and that we muſt ere 


long give an Account of our Stewardſhip. 
He cannot die to the Lord, who has liv'd to him- 


ſelf. To ſee our Working-Time at an End, 


when we have ſtood idle all the Day, have pervert- 
ed the Deſign of our Creation, been as diſregard- 
ful of God as tho' we had no D ance upon 
him, how ſhocking this Proſpe&t ! No Wonder, 
if ſuch dread accounting with God, whoſe Lives 
have been waſted in the Drudgery of the Devil, 
and Service of their Luſis. Bur in the Article of 
Death, this is Matter of Rejoycing, the Teſtimony 
of @ good Conſcience, that in Simplicity and godly 
Sincerity, not by fleſhly Wiſdom, but by the Grace 
of God, we have had our Converſation in the 
World". | | 

Our good Works are not meritorious of Hea- 
ven, for by Grace are we ſaved z yet no Man is 
encourag'd to Jook to the Mercy of our Lord Jeſus 
Chrift for eternal Life, who has not purſued Glory, 
Honour, and Immortality, by à patient Continuance 
in Well-doing. _ 6 

Our Saviour himſelf, when about to leave this 
World, addreſſes thus to the Father, I have glo- 
rified thee on Earth; I have finiſh'd the Work thou 
gaveſt me to do, and now, Father, glorify me with thy 
ſelf, with the Glory which I had with thee before 
the World was*. Not unlike this was the Profeſ- 
ſion made by the holy Apoſtle Paul, when in 
View of his Grave, I am now Ready to be offer d 
ap, and the Time of my Departure is at Hand; I 
have fought a good Fight; 1 have finiſh'd my Courſe z 
{ have kept the Faith z henceforth there is laid up 


* . _ . 
4 
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w me @ Crown of Righteouſneſs, - which God the 
righteous Fudge ſhall give me at that Day; and not 
to me only, but unto all them alſo that love his ap- 
pearing\. The Reflection upon a well-ſpent Lite, 
one in which he had not done the Work of the 


Lord negligently, but labour'd to keep a Conſcience 


void of Offence towards God, and towards Man, 
this was join'd with the pleaſing Proſpect of 
God's Favour, and Acceptance above. The Fruit 
of Righteouſneſs is Peace, and the Effect of Righte- 
ouſneſs Dutetneſ5 and Aſſurance for ever. And leſt 
we ſhould conclude, that there was any thing in 
this peculiar to his high Character, who was an 
Apoſtle, and not behind the chief of them, he lets 
us know, that whoever copied out his way of 
Living, that Perſon had a Right to his Comforts, 
and Triumphs, when he came to die. When our 
Fruit is unto Holineſs, the End will be Life ever- 
lafting ; but we mult live the Life of the Righteous 
(a Life of ſincere, impartial, affectionate Obedi- 
ence) to have our latter End like his. 
4. Such delight themſelves in God, and are much 
with him, who are ready for Death. Cold and 
infrequent Converſe begets Strangeneſs: thus we 
grow ſhy of God; and while this is the Caſe, 
it muſt be very uneligible to make ſuch an Ap- 
pearance before him, as does immediately follow 
upon our being unhous'd from theſe Bodies. 

As Chriſtians, our Converſation ſhould be in Hea- 


ven; our Affections center on Things above; Chriſt 


Jhould dwell in our Hearts by Faith, as the Obje& 
of our deliberate and pleaſing Meditation; and 
from his Favour ſhould flow our chief Fsys. He 
whoſe Practice of Duty is proportion'd to his 


tt 
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| 2 Tim. ir. 6,7, 8. 


Knowledge 


| , 4 
Knowledge of it, who aims in every Duty at the 
Il] Glory of God, and Acceptance with him, who | 
| mourns over dead Affections and unactive Graces, Y 
ndeavouring to be fervent in Spirit, ſerving the 


= n 


d; who ſets the Lord always before him, liyes 
| a Life of Faith and Dependance upon him, his 
| Fellowſhip being with the Father, and with his Son 
. Chriſt Jeſus our Lord; he who can xetire from 
| the World, and all that is amuſing in it, to God 
U as to his Ref, this Perſon is prepar'd for all E- 
| | vents: Nothing can hurt him, who is thus the Fol- 
lower of that which is gol. 25 
Bleſſed be God, rare as ſuch Inſtances of exact 
and ſhining Piety are, tis far from being impoſſi- 
|| ble to attain ſuch an Aſſurance of the Divine Fa- 
vour, as will carry the Soul above the Love of 
| Life, and determine it #0 deſire rather to depart, 
1 and to be immediately and for ever with Chrift, 
ny which is the beſt of all. Though Doubts about 
our Intereſt in the Love and Covenant of God 
may render the very Thought of Death uncom- 
fortable, he muſt receive the Summons with a 
very different Temper of Mind, who can ſay, I 
know, that my Redeemer liveth and tho' while at 
|| Home in the Body, I am abſent from the Lord, as 
_ foon as abſent from the Body, I ſhall be preſent 
with him, and for ever /atisfied with his 1 
Death cannot ſeparate me from his Love : No, 

11188 *twill. place me under the fulleſt, ſtrongeſt Rays 
| of his Divioe Glory, in whoſe Favour is Life; bis, 
whom not having ſeen I love; in whom, tho" now 
1 ſee him not, yet believing I rejoice, with an un- 
ſpeakable and glorious Foy. 
Once more, | | 

7. To be ready for Chriſt's Coming, we muſt 
ſee that we are ſettled in the Belief of a future 
State of Bleſſedneſs; and often make this preſent 
, ro 
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to our Minds, by that Faith one is the Evidence 


of unſeen things u. 

We muſt be grounded and ſettled i in this Faith, 
The moſt —— Motives to Obedience, the 
moſt reviving Supports under yore Sufferings, 
ariſe from a Perſuaſion of the Reality of e- 
ternal things. We ſhan't grow weary of — do- 


ing, while aſſur'd that we ſball reap, if we faint 


not : but forgetting the things that are behind, preſs 

forward. The Foy ſet before us, the Recompence of 

Reward, will encourage the trembling Heart, and 
rengthen the feeble Knees. 

And as to the evil things, which we may receive 
at the Hands of the Lord, how obvious the In» 
Auence of this Faith upon our Reſolution and 
Patience? Stephen /aw the Heavens open'd, and the 
Son of God ready to receive him; and this bore 
up his Spirits under the cruel Rage of his Mur- 
derers n. And Paul lets us into the Reaſon of his 
ſhewing ſuch a noble Neglect of Life ; opens the 
Spring of his Fortitude and Intrepidity under ma- 
nifold multiplied Sufferings, Me know that if this 
earthly Houfs of our Tabernacle were diſſolv d, we 
have a Building of God, an Houſe not made with 
Hands, eternal in the Heavens 9. 

A Child of God may not always have the ſame 


Meaſure and Degree of Evidence, as to his per- 


ſonal Intereſt in the better World : Nay, ſome- 
times Satan may ſo far prevail in his Temprations, 
that the Chriſtian may begin to queſtion the rea- 
lity of a future State; or whether there be in 
Truth ſuch a Place as that Heaven, he has ſo oft- 


en \ plear'd himſelf in the . of. 


1 


bv. Acts vii. 56. 
laſt compar d with the fifth Chapt. beg. 
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This is indeed a fiery Dart. The Soul is now 
caſt into vaſt Confuſion and Diſorder ; and it will 


coſt him many a Prayer and Tear, before a good 
Man is throughly ſettled again, after ſuch a 
Fall. There is ſomewhat peculiarly dreadful in the 
Caſe, when the Enemy's permitted to puſh thus 
hard at us, in our laſt Minutes: it muſt behove 
us to lay in Proviſion againſt ſuch an Aſſault; to 
Have our Minds furniſh'd with Proofs and Evi- 
dences of ſo important an Article, and our Faith 
daily ſtrengthen'd in it. 122 US 

Life and Immortality are brought to Light by the 
Goſpel. We are affur'd by an infallible Authority, 
that there is a Reft which remains for the People of 
God. He that believes this Teſtimony ſets to his 
Seal that God is true; and cannot want either fit 


Motives to Obedience, or an effectual Antidote 


againſt inordinate Fears of Death, while he lives 
under the Power of this Faith. | | 
Again, 
We ffiould often by Faith make theſe inviſible 
eternal things preſent to our Minds, if we would 


'be ready for Death. 


We may not only be perſuaded of their Reality, 
but in this Light view thoſe diſtant Events, as at 


Hand, even at the Door. And while I behold m 


ſelf upon the very Borders of EmanuePs Land, 


but a-ſhort Stage between me and the ineffable 


Joy of my Lord, what Manner of Perſon ſhall I 
endeavour to be in all holy Converſation and Godli- 


ne,? thus ſhall 7 run, and not grow weary ;z walt, 


and not faint ; ſee to the Cultivation of all the 
Graces of the Spirit of God; have my Fruit unto 
Holineſs ; and whether it be at Midnight, Cock- 
crowing, or in the Morning my Lord ſhall come, 
may meet him with Joy, inſtead of Grief? + 

In ſhort, he who keeps a ftri& Eye over his 


own Heart, who lives much within himſelf, and 


converſes 


rr 
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conyerſes with this World as one whoſe main 


Concerns lie in another, he who does all the 
Good that's within the Reach of his Power, 
when Opportunities of Service offer, he who 
endeayours to live with God, under the lively 
Apprehenſions of approaching Death, and the 
Glory that ſhall follow it to every ſincere Chriſti- 
an, that Perfon may be ſaid to have attain'd to the 
Neadineſs which our Lord recommends z They 
who de theſe things ſhall never be moved. 


II. We are next to look into the Arguments, 
by which our Compliance with this Duty is urg'd 
in my Text. 

1. Our Lord infers the Neceſſity of our Obe 


dience from the Certainty of his Coming; Be ye 


ready, for the Son of Man cometh. g. d. As I have 
given you Being, intruſted you with Talents, 
and a written Rule for your Direction about the 
Improvement of them, to I ſhall come to each of 
you in the proper Seaſon, to enquire how ye have 
conducted in the Tryal-State I have appointed 
you, that I may render to every Man according to 
his Works. 

The Inſtances are fo very few of thoſe who 
were taken from this to another World, in the 
way of Tranſlation, that they muſt be bent upon 
caviling, who would object to the Apoſtle's Say- 
ing, that it is appointed to All Men once 10 die. 
Death finiſhes our probationary State, after Death 
is the Judgment. Now, how full the Force of 
the Argument to our being ready for this momen- 
tous Change, which one ſhall eſcape ? which 

fixes Mens Doom correſpondently to the Condi» 

_— finds them in, whether gracious, or grace- 

els 

| Muſt I die? does Device, Knowledge, and Coun- 


el ceaſe in the Grave ? is there no room for Repente 
N C2 ance, 
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ance, when this Day of my Viſitation is over? O 
the Neceſſity which lies upon me to be prepar'd 
for Death, when I muſt be 1% to all Eternity, if 
I am anfit to die? 

The Argument loſes little of its Strength, 
when a good Man ispreſs'd hereby to ſeek an actual 
Readineſs for Death: ail his Comfort depends up- 
on it; and the moſt conſiderable Advantages at- 
tend ſuch Preparedneſs : for thoſe who are ready, 
go in with Chriſt to the Marriage, and the Door is 
ſaute. We would purchaſe this Meetneſs to fee 
our Lord, and follow him, at the Expence of all 
created Nature, were this at our Ditboſe, when 
we come to die. Let us but think of Things 
nom, as we ſhall then, when we ſhall f. with 
moſt Feeling, and leaſt {fefation, and we ſhall 
ſee enough to convince us of the Aptitude and 
Propriety of this particular Argument, mention'd 
in the Text. 

But there is inſtanc'd farther, 

2. To recommend this Counſel, the utter Un- 
certainty we are under, as to the particular Time 
when our Lord will come. 

There is ſomewhat in this Thought plainly 
' Argumentative, whether we ſuppoſe it to be di- 
rected ro Sinners, or to Saints. 

- Firſt, The Reaſoning is ſtrong, and concluſive, 
if we conceive of it as directed to Sinners. 

One of the ſtrongeſt Bands, by which Satan 
holds his Vaſſals, is the Needleſneſs of immediate 
Piety, ſince there is Time before them for Ko- 
pentance, which will ſet all Matters right between 
God and them. Many, who ſuſſ their Obe- 
dience to the Calls of the Goſpel for the pre- 
ſent, will tell you, that it is not becauſe they have 


* 
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| Matt, xxv 2 1 Q 0 
a low 


C at 3 


a low Opinion of Religion, but they apprehend 


that its Concerns may for & while be poſtpon'd 
with Safety, ſince they are reſolv'd by the Help 
of God to change their Lives before they die; 
and to make up for their preſent Negle&s by 
their future Diligence and Induſtry. Theſe poor 
Creatures, talk however plauſibly, yet under the 
Power of a grand Miſtake. They take for granted 
many things, not one of which bur is uncertain 
and then reaſon with Pleaſure and Freedom upon 
an imaginary Scheme. They conclude, that Death 
is at a Diſtance, but how unwarrantably, when 
they are cruſb d as eaſily as the Moth, and in a Mo- 
ment may go down into the Grave? They take it 
for granted, that when fk they ſhall have all the 
Grace which is neceſſary to fit them for Death 
and Heaven; but they have no ſuch Aſſurance 
from him, who is the Author and Giver of it: 
If they lie upon a ſick Bed, and are not hurried 
on a ſudden into another World, they may be ſo 


ſhatter'd as not to be able to think at all, or fo 


harden'd, as not to be able to think to Purpoſe. 
Now, if all our Times are in the Hands of the 
Lord, and when we imagine ourſelves fartheſt 
from the Grave, we may be treading on the very 
Briak of it; if we cannot command the Exerciſe 
of our Reaſon, much leſs the Graces of the Spi- 
rit of God, and yet if we dic unjuſtified, unſan- 
&ified, muſt periſh for ever; there muſt be Pro- 
priety in the Reaſoning when we are commanded 
to be ready, becauſe when we think not, our Lord 
may come. 
Secondly, The Argument is apt and concluſiv 
even in reference to the Children of God. 
Is it ſafe to drop our Watch, tho? but for a 
Moment, when that very Moment may prove our 
laſt ? to indulge to this, or the other lawful thing 
in 
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in an inordinate way, when Judgment may anti- 
cipate the propos d Gratification ? 

Let it be allow'd, that I know in ſome mea- 
ſure the Worth of the Divine Favour by what I 
have experienc'd, and ſhall I dare to do, or for- 
bear any thing upon the Preſumption of my re- 
newing my Peace wich God, when in the very 
Inſtant that I uſe this venturous Freedom, I may 
{te the Hand-writivg an the Wall? die in Dark» 
neſs and Horrour, which is à doxble Death ? _ 

Upon the whole, 2 | | 

If Chriſt will come, tho' he may ſeem to tar- 
ry, and we are undone if not ready to meet him 
if his Coming is not fix'd to ſuch a Near, but may 


be the important Diſcovery of the next Moment 


of Life, it obliges all, as they with to be found 
in Peace, to have Confidence, inſtead of being a- 
ſoam'd or afraid at bis Coming, to behave as thoſe 
who conſtantly wait for his Approach. Neither 
wiſe nor fooliſh Virgins ſhould ſlumber, or ſleep, 
while this Paſſage is Part of the Redeemer's Goſ- 
pel, that when we think not, our Lord cometh. . 
It now remains, | 


III. and laſtly, That we apply this Subject. 

1. How great is the Deceitfulne/s of Sin, when 
ſo many live in the World, and paſs out of it, as 
regardleſs of Death, as if their Impieties made 
them immortal / they are but few comparatively, 
of whom this is not true. The Generality die, 
before they have even come ſo far as to reſolue up · 
on any thing in Favour of Religion; and very 
many who have done no more than reſolve about 
it, their Purpoſes never ripening to Execution. If 
Men were to die like Brutes, it would be ſome 
Abatement, of thew Folly, tho' they 1iv'd like 
them; making Proviſion for the Fleſh, to . 
15 " 
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Luft of it : But if, as rational, we are immortal, 
the Extremes of Pleaſure or Pain to be our Por- 
tion, according to the Quality of our preſent Be- 
haviour in the World, tis really wonderful, that 
for a Meſs of Meat a thinking Creature ſhould 


fell his Birth-right, and for the preſent Pleaſures 


of Sin, which laß but a Moment, conſent to be pu- 
niſu'd with everlaſting Deſiruition. Whatever is 
the formal Reafoning of his Mind, this is the 
Language of every Man's Praftice, who lives and 
dies a Stranger to ſerious Religion. 

O that they were wiſe, that they underſtood this, 
that they would confider their latter End, chooſe the 
one thing needful, that good Part which ſhall never 
be taken away from them. 

2. Let it excite our Thankfulneſs to God, 
that he is pleas'd to allow us to Jive, when' we 
unfit to die. The beſt of us were 
once Darkneſs, though now Light in the Lord; 
we are all Children of Wrath by Nature ; bring 
along with us Guilt and Corruption fufficient to 
jultifß God in making us the Inſtances of his 
powerful Vengeance in Time, and for ever. If 
we carry our Views ſome Years back ward, we can 
find the Time, wherein, if God had enter'd into 
Judgment with his Servants, we could not have 
=o 3 bur it has pleas'd him to ſpare us, *till we _ 

ave obtain'd Mercy. How many have been cur 
down, laid like Sheep in the Grave, in their Igno- 
rance and Enmity, while the deſtroying Angel 
has had his Commiſſion reſtrain'd as to us, that 
he might not hurt us? 

"Tis to be fear'd, there are ſome in this Aſſem- 
bly who have not been led to Repentance by the 
Riches of God's Goodneſs, Patience, Forbearance, 
and Long-ſuffering. Can you ſee yourſelves out of 
Hell, under the Calls of the Goſpel, follow'd 
with the Offers of Grace and Salyation, though 
ITN your 
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your Sins have cried aloud for that Death which is 
the Wages of them, and not admire with ſincere and 
affectionate Gratitude the Grace wherein ye ſtood? 
the Viue-Dreſſer well knew, that if you were cut 
down, you mult be caſt into the Fire; therefore 
he has repeated this Addreſs in Favour of ſuch 
thonghtle 4 Creatures, Lord, ſpare them yet this 
Year alſo : Let me aſſure you, that to be unaf- 
fe&ed with ſuch Mercy is far from being among 
the ſmalleſt of your Sins; nothing does bid fairer 
for the making you of all Creatures the moſt mi- 
ſerable. | 
3. Let us improve every Help that is vouchſaf d 
us, for getting ready to meet our Lord. 
Sinner, Agree with thine Adverſary, while yet 
in the way with him. Kiſs the Son, while his An- 
ger is kindled but a little. Beg Grace from Hea- 
ven to comply with Goſpel- Offers. Give not 
Sleep to your Eyes, nor Slumber to your Eye-lids, 
*till you have Reaſon to hope, that you are paſſed 
from Death to Life, become Children of the firſ 
Reſurrection, over whom the ſecond Death ſhall 
have no Power. Ule all the Notices given you 
at the Expence of others of the Frailty of your 
preſent State, to make you ſpeedy, diligent, and 
in good carneſt in the Affairs of hour Soul and 
Eternity. 
Chriſtians, do you act as thoſe who wait for the 
Coming of your Lord. Remember that the Meaſure 
of Grace, that may inable you to bear an eaſy 
Croſs, is not ſufficient to fortify and encourage 
you to enter on ſo great a Change. Tis a very 
awful thing to die: Lay up à good Foundation a- 
gainſt that Time which is to come; dwell much 
with God ; converſe freely and frequently with 
the Grave ; read, hear, pray, communicate, do 
all the per/onal and relative Duties of Life, with 
Death and Eternity before you; induſtriouſly cul- 
| | tivate 
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7 fivate:the Graces of the Spirit of God, that you 


may be ftrong in Faith; your Love, ardent and 
vigorous z your Repentance, kindly and flowing; 
our ' Humility, Patience, Mortification to this 
ortd, Spirituality of Affection, and Heavenly- 
mindedneſs, upon the thriving Hand daily. This 
is the way to glorify God in Life, and Death; to 
live in Peace, and die in Comfort. 222112 
Lou ſee the Argument turns not upon the Head 
of Duty only, but the Head of Intereſt too, and 
no Man did ever yet hate his own Fleſh, but rather 
nouriſh and cheriſh it. DIUM OTALÞS 
4. Let it comfort us concerning our departed 
Friends, that when Chriſt call'd them hence, he 
found them ready. 2 LI — 
For them to die is Gain, to whom to live was 
Chriſt. When they leave our World, they are 
in the propereſt Senſe Fellom - Citizens with the 
Saints, and of the Houſhold of God; enter d into 
Reſt ;, have attained ; and are now perfect. Shall 
we lament their Advancement to the higheſt Hap- 
pineſs of which'our Nature is capable, whom we 
tenderly love? 2 
Had good old Jacob known, that his Favourit 
Son was giving Laws in Egypt, he would not 
have abandon'd himſelf to fo deſperate Sorrow at 
the Remembrance of Joſeph's torn and bloody 
Garment : But while he kept poring upon his 
Grave, and had no other Thoughts of the Mat- 
ter than that his Son was loſt among the Dead, 
tis not {ſtrange that Sorrow bad fill d his Heart. 
. Thoſe whom Death finds ready it uſhers to the 
Beatifick Preſence ; here is Fulne/s of Joy, and 
everlaſting Pleaſures. Is it juſt to repine at this 
Change ? Is it reconcilable either to the Duty we 
owe to Cod, or the Affection we profeſs to our 
departed Friend? | 


D I have 
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T have not the leaſt, Diſſidence in faying, that I 
take this to have been the Caſe with that worthy 
Perſon Mrs, Anne Kelley, whole late Removal from 
this to a better World gave Occaſion to my diſs 
courſing upon this Subject. When God call'd, 
| the was ready to depart, and now poſſeſſes their 

Felicity, who have the all- ſuſſicing Good fon 
their Portion. | \\ ai vl 
My Acquaintance with her being but of a 
ſhort, Standing (only ſince upon the Indiſpoſi- 
tion of her own. Paſtor a ſhe choſe Occaſional 
Communion with this Church) I am leſs able to 
draw a complete Character. What I have to of- 
fer is from per/opal Knowledge, or the moſt aus 
thentick Vouchers and in this I am far from de- 
ſigning to feed the Vanity of any, and.intend only 
88 an Emulation of her Piety in you that 

bar me. "x { 4 LIGHT & 1 
What is mention'd of Obadiab with ſo much 
Honour, was true in the Caſe of our departed 
Friend: She feared God from ber Youth. I have 
ſeen it under her Hand, in ſome genetal Memoirs 
of her Life, that the Spirit of God began ſo ears 


2 work'd fo powerfully with her, that by 


time ſhe had reach'd to eight Years of Age 
(which goes not beyond the Stage of Childhood) 


ſhe had in an explicit, folemn, covenant- Way, 


given herſelf up to God. 52 

Her Family, tho' of Confideration in the World*, 
did not look upon ſerious Godlineſs as beneath 
them, but otherwiſe ; for this Turn of Mind to 
the beſt things ſhe attributes to the divine Bleſ- 
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Mrs. Anne Kelley was the Daughter of Ellis Criſp, of the 
County of Surrey. Eſq; the eldeſt Son of Tobias Criſp, D. D. Mi- 
niſter at Brinkworth in Wileſhire 3 well known by his Writings. 
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fing upon the ſound Inſtructions and holy Exam 
of 275 ſome Vears ſince with God ph 

Many Trees bloom well, yet baulk us in our 
Expectations of ripe Fruit. Some are ffartled, and 
never converted; are almoſt, and never altogether 
Chriſtians Their Goodneſs is like the Morning- 
Cloud and early Dew, which paſs away: but this 
was not the Caſe here. The Seed, which when 
caſt into the Ground was but as a Grain of Mu/- 
tard-Seed, ally advanc'd' to @ large Plant, 
which produc'd the Fruits of Righteouſneſs. She 
follow'd on to know the Lord more fully, when once 
acquainted with him; and had betimes much of a 
filial Confidence in all her Approaches to him. 
He loves thoſe that love him; and ſuch as ſeek him 
early ſhall be ſure to find him. 

There was an Interval of ſeveral Years between 
her Converſion to God, and her renewing her 
baptiſmal Covenant at the Lord's Table. This 
ſhe laments. I cannot expreſs her Reſentments 
better than in her own Wordt. 621905 

& I defire (ſaid ſhe) to be greatly humbled for 
4 my Backwardneſs to partake of the Ordinance 
« of the Lord's Supper, which my Soul has car- 
« neſtly long'd for, for many Years. It has coſt 
%“ me Floods of Tears, when J have ſeen others 
6 ſir down at this Banquet of Love, while I was 
& ſhut out as unworthy to partake of that hea- 
& venly Feaſt. | 
Fer principal Difficulties were theſe : Her not 
having felt thoſe Terrors, which others (whom ſhe 
Judg'd to be extraordinary Chriſtians) had told 

er, they experienc'd in the New Birth. This 


put her upon queſtioning her State, and fill'd her 
with Fears, leſt ſhe ſhould lay violent Hands on 
thoſe tremendous Myſteries; Eat and drink un- 
worthily. She did not remember, that legal Ter- 
rors in our Converſion 3 uſually proportion d as 
1 £ to 
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to their Degree, to the Meaſure of actual Guilt, 


with which Conſcience charges us: and that m 
Return to God may be ſincere, when early in Life, 
tho* not accompanied with that Anguiſb under 
which they groan, who have long continued their 
Eftrangements, i * 
Another of her Difficulties was the Senſe ſhe 
had of her remaining Corruptions. She inferr'd 
her having no Grace, from what could conclude 
no more than her being weak in Grace: and while 
_ Theſe were inſuperable Obſtacles in her way, as 
to her coming to Chriſt's Table, ſhe bleſſes God 
for © a tender Conſcience, that put her upon o- 
ther Duties; and mentions the ſpecial Delight 
* ſhe had in attending upon a preached Goſpel. 
However, at length the Heavens clear'd up, 
theſe Difficulties are got over; and that Duty, 
the Omiſſion of which had coſt Prayers and Tears, 
is diſcharg'd. In the Account ſhe gave of the 
Dealings of God with her Soul, to the worthy 
Miniſter ſhe made choice of, (Mr. Neſbit) J have 
ſeen, among many other ſerious and moving things 
in that Account, the following, which I ſhall deli- 
ver in her-own Words. | 
„ have a Diffidence of my ſelf, know that 
my corrupt Nature can do nothing acceptable 
& to God ; I lay hold on the Merits of my dear 
4 Saviour's Sufferings, to ſatisfy for my Want of 
c all things. I defire to apply him in all his Of- 
„ fices. To be inſtructed by his Viſdom in what 
&« 7 know not. To receive him as my Prepitiation, 
ec Mediator, and Advocate in Heaven for me. 


& freely cloſe with his Kingly Office; and think 


“ it my .*rivilege to be at his Diſpoſal. I chooſe 
the Croſs of Chriſt, and Frowns of this World, 
& rather than to enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for a 
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She was not, after this, without ſome dark 
Parts in Life; but under every Preſſure, ſhe ſays, 
& I threw my ſelf upon God, in and thro' Chriſt, 
c and tho'-be ſhould ſlay me, I will. put my Truſt in 


c Him. | 


I cannot find, that thro' the Courſe of Years, 
in which ſhe made a Profeſſion of Religion, there 
appear d any thing in her Condu#?, that might hurt 
this Profeſſion. They who knew her beſt, al- 
low'd her to be a Perſon of ſtrict, ſerious, unaf- 
feed, and exemplary Piety. 
I have been aſſur'd, that zhe/e Things in parti- 
cular were true of her. My Information is from 
a very good Hand, | 
She was a moſt curious Obſerver of Providence. 
Endeavour'd to fee God's Hand, to know that ſhe 
might obey his Yoice, in whatever befel her, from 
vents of the greateſt Concern, to thole of leſs 
mportance. | | 
There was another thing true of her, which 
ſhew'd that ſhe had more than a ſinall Portion of 
the Grace of God. *T was this, there was in her 
natural Temper ſomewhat that prompted and 
preſs'd to the reſenting of an Injury with Speed 
and Severity; but ſo far was ſhe under the Influ- 
ence of a better than her own Spirit, that the 
Opportunity 'preſenting in which the Wrong 
done her might be reveng'd, ſhe has embrac'd it 
to ſhew Offices of Kindneſs, which coſt her more 
than good Words, to the injurious Perſon. Theſe 
Services were done, while the Benefactor has been 
conceal'd : The Pleaſure of doing good was 
thought ſufficient Reward, while others have had 
Vanity enough to take the Reputatiga of her 
Goodneſs. 88 
She was likewiſe remarkable for condeſcending 
to Perſons of the loweſt Eftate, if of tbe Houſbold 
of Faith ; when her Circumſtances in the wy 
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and ſuperior Seuſe would have been too powerful | 22 
Temptations do another Sort of Carriage, to ma» n 
ny who are call'd Chriſtians. She convers'd with | f 
3 and. readily miniſter d to their Ne- . 
ceſſities. _ | | C 
„Ia the Viſies T made her, during that Illneſs | © 
which iſſued in her Death, I found her in a truly | < 
ferious and compoſed Frame of Mind; neither caft | _- 
down with diſquieting Fears, nor lifted up with 5 
Joy thro' believing;; the Converſation T had with . 
her gave Occaſion to her ſpeaking to me thus; " 

have frequently and ſincerely caſt my ſelf, | _- 


& and all that concerns me, at the Redeemer's 
„ Feet. Death has nothing in it to me that is 
terrible, tho' I fee it approaching: I truſt that 
I ſhall not be diſmayed when it is at Hand. I 
c think I preſume not in applying David's Words 
to my ſelf, Cod has made with me an everlaſting 
“ Covenant. | 
What ſupported her upon the Review of the 
many Iufirmities in Life, to which ſhe was con- 
ſcious, was a firm Belief of the Redecmer's per- 
ſect Righteou/ne/s, and the Imputation of this to 
every Child af God ; the Immutability of his 
Love and Covenant. ' 
She was in a patient, humble, reſigned Frame, 
neither chooſing Life, nor Death, the laſt time 1 
waited upon. her. Aſſur'd me with Pleaſure, ſhe 
had join'd in the Prayers offer'd up to God on 
ber Account, and ſpoke little more: Her Diſ- 
. temper grew ſtronger upon her, and in the Com- 
is of a few Hours afterwards, ſhe was releas'd 
om all the Incanveniences of an embodied State; 
taken to the World, where the Inhabitant ſays ne 


more I am fick. . » | 
There is one thing which I muſt not omit; I 
take it to be very uncommon. I was ſpeaking to 
her of the Reality of Religion, the Core 
3 
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and Quiet under every Burthen which a Chriſti« 
an found in the faithful Diſcharge of Duty; ſhe. 
aid, That: ſhe could /2t her Seal 10 the ruth of 
«- this 3 and then added, “ That from her firſt 
«fitting, down at the Lord's Supper, ſhe never 
ce once attended that Ordinance; without the 

& cial, ſenſible Manife/tation of the Love of 
& God ; and that when ſhe communicated laſt 
&, with us, which: was on the laſt Sacrament-Day 
t but one f, ſhe experienc d ſo much of Heaven 
« in the Ordinance, as that ſhe wiſh'd to be diſ- 
& ſolv'd ; ro go from that lower Table, 0 drink 
& the Wine new in her Father's Kingdom. 

May this Providence be ſanctified to thoſe who 
are more immediately concern'd : O beware of 
both theſs Extremes, neither deſpiſe this Chaſt ning 
of the Lord, nor faint when rebuk'd by him. Re- 
verence the Hatid that ſmites you, and ſay, when 
he takes away, as well as when he gives, bleſſed be 
the Name of the Lord. See that you are better 
inſtructed as to the Vanity of this World, the 
Uncertainty 15 5 the Reaſonableneſs of Reli- 

ion; be ye Followers of your now g/orified Re- 

ations, as Be have been the Followers of Chriſt ; 
that a La e being left us of entring into the lame 
Reft, you may not rome ſhort of it, thro an evil 
Heart 5 Unbelief. Give the ſame Diligence to the 
full Aſſurance of 4 unto the End. It will avail 
_ 0 * have had Abraham to our Fa- 
mh Cath partake of the Inheritance of 

1 ; Ehildren,, l hs 1 not follow'd bis Fab, 
and trod in his Steps. 

May what has been ſaid quicken us all to the 
Practice of the Duty enforc'd in my Text. Let 


us pray for the Aſſiſtance of the bleed Spirit, 
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without whoſe! gracious Influences all the Calls; 
Invitations, and Counſels in the World will be 
Joſt upon us: Seeing we are encompaſs'd with ſuch 
4 Cloud of Witneſſes, may we lay aſide every 
Weight, and the Sin which eaſily beſets us, that we 

may run with Patience the Race ſet before un. 

When we have done, and ſuffer'd God's Willy 

we ſhall be glorified together; receiv'd to the bleſ- 

ſed World, where Love ſhall be the Comple&ion 

of our Souls; and ' Praiſe, our everlaſting Em- 

-ployment. vi Di 2677 tn git 577 m9 
May the good Spirit lead us all to this Land 
A = 
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of Uprightneſs,' 


| * "HE Power of Chriſt over Plagues and 
1 1 Health, and his Name, as the God of If 
ll Fael, conſider'd; as Arguments of his Supreme 
| 
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